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Dear Editor,
We sincerely thank you and the reviewers for the constructive feedback on our manuscript. We have carefully revised the paper to improve clarity, coherence, and organisation, following all the specific recommendations. Line numbers and page numbers have been added for easier reference. Below, we summarise the key revisions:
1. Abstract: Expanded the term CHAID (Chi-squared Automatic Interaction Detector) on first mention and clarified its methodological role as a post-cluster validation step identifying the most discriminating attributes.
2. Introduction: Corrected typographical errors in the first paragraph and replaced outdated references with more recent and relevant literature.
3. Section 2 – Literature Review: Integrated into the Introduction to ensure a more natural flow between the theoretical background and the study objectives.
4. Section 2.2 (now 1.2): Corrected typographical errors and expanded PDO upon first usage to Protected Designation of Origin.
5. Table 1: Clarified the acronym PDO consistently across text 
6. Section 3: The section title has been updated to “Statistical Analysis.” The methodology for data analysis has been expanded to clearly describe the three-step validation process involving PCA, Cluster Analysis, and CHAID, and to highlight the statistical procedures that ensure the robustness of the segmentation.
7. We improved the clarity of the decision tree and added a note for better readability 
We believe that these revisions have significantly strengthened the manuscript’s clarity, coherence, and academic quality. We thank the reviewers once again for their valuable feedback, which helped us enhance the paper’s contribution and readability.
We look forward to your further consideration of our revised manuscript.
Kind regards,
On behalf of the authors 
Debora Cazzeta PhD Candidate

